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President’s Patter 

It is a cliché, but another year has flown 
by, and December is here, with the end 
of the dreary, (but necessary), 
restrictions. These have paid off and we 
can look forward to catching up on our 
photography, and socialising with family 
and friends once again. The freedom to 
pursue our hobby further afield than our 
own backyards is welcome. 

Until advice is received from Council, 
regarding numbers and venues we still 
must rely on Zoom for our early 
meetings in 2021. Keep a close eye on 
your emails to keep updated on the   
changing situation. For this reason, the program we have drawn up is also flexible. 

This year the competition has been remarkably close, with one point separating the winner 
and runners-up. Each year the awards are made in recognition of the members whose 
skill and effort has gained them the highest marks. This should not deter others. On a 
percentage basis the marks are close, but it is necessary to submit the maximum number 
of entries in each competition to achieve the highest score. 

Thank you to our generous sponsors. Ben Eriksson donated a voucher for one of his 
workshops, which goes to the highest scorer, Andrew Raff.  Lynn and Jeff Nankervis have 
sponsored the Encouragement Award, with a voucher to Peninsula Camera Centre. This 
goes to Jenny Anderson.  The runners-up will receive a voucher each for matting at the 
Mat Cutting Company. The runners-up are Jeff Nankervis and Ian Paterson. 

I thank the Committee who have worked hard to keep the Club afloat during a difficult 
year, and the Members, who have supported us. 

I wish you all a safe and happy Festive Season.                                Sally Rule, President 

 
Club News – Competitions:  “Night” 

Members have responded well to the Club’s Competitions and Reviews this year, 
with 17 people submitting a total of 50 images to the last Competition for 2020.  A 
selection of the images for “Night” follows. 

http://www.nepeancameraclub.org/


   
Bridgelight by Ian Paterson 

   
Big Fella by Lynn Nankervis 

 
Old Truck by Michael Hirst 

    
Melbourne By Night by David Chambers 
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Club News – Reviews  “Yellow” 

  
High Flyer by Ernie deVlegier 

38 images were 
submitted by 19 
members.  The 
variety was varied 
and interesting. 
The “Yellow” 
Review was 
conducted by 
Sally Rule.  Well 
done on your first 
review Sally, and 
best wishes for 
future reviews 
and competitions. 



   
Akrapovic  by Jenny Anderson 

   
Happy Hibiscuis by Joy Clayton 
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Club Workshop Report:  Flash Photography with Barry Mills 

Flash photography is probably the most under utilized piece of equipment in photography, along 
with the self-timer (more on that later). 

All cameras are TTL or thru the lens metering, I know some of our members are still using auto 
modes on there cameras, sometimes the pop up flash comes on when they don’t want it to, that’s 
because the camera metering system detects insufficient light, so you are wasting battery power, 
on the other side if you want to activate the pop up flash the cameras metering system detects 
sufficient light to take what it thinks as the perfect shot and the metering system won’t allow the 
pop up flash to activate, particularly on bright sunny days and you want to use your flash to help 
eliminate shadows on the faces of people wearing hats, so then panic sets in, so please try and 
get onto the creative modes in your cameras. 

Your Flash or more commonly called fill flash can help eliminate shadows caused by hats, under 
trees and canopies ect, providing you are within flash range, so please read your instruction 
manual to find out what your flash range is, you may have to increase your ISO to get your desired 
result. 

Flash also stops movement; as an experiment get your partner to throw up an apple or orange. 
Take a photo on a slow shutter speed say around 30 seconds you will see movement in the object, 
then take the same photo with the same settings turn your flash on. The flash will then freeze the 
object, but you must be within flash range. Please do not ask the flash to do the impossible. 

Another experiment you can carry out to 
find how easy it is to use your flash set 
your camera to Shutter priority (TV)mode 
on Canon Cameras) 

At 500th sec. depress the shutter button 
and take a reading and write it down then 
turn your flash on and take another 
reading write this one down as well, you 
will find that your camera has automatically 
defaulted to the correct shutter speed and 
aperture settings to take the photo you 
don’t have to worry about what my correct 
setting should be the camera has done it   



for you, now none of this will work in the auto modes, so once again try and get into the creative 
modes on your cameras. Please do not put any of this in the too hard basket you will be 
surprised how your photography will go up a couple of notches. 

Some camera makes IE Olympus with external flash run the same way as pop up flashes that is 
they run off the battery in the camera so please be aware you are using double battery power, 
maybe invest in a spare battery. 

For those that are thinking about an external flash there are a lot of third party flash manufacturers 
who sell there flashes for less than half the price of the major camera brands, and they are just as 
good for what you want to do, with Xmas coming up get all your family to put in for an external 
flash as a xmas present or maybe a birthday present you might just get surprised and you will be 
amazed how often you use it. 

I have an external flash that can swivel left and right 180 degrees and tilts -7 to 90 degrees, as well 
as a home made reflector that fits on the flash head, don’t be afraid to try bounce flash off a ceiling 
or walls, if you have a similar type flash try this experiment turn the flash so the flash head is facing 
the back of the camera not direct at the subject, tilt the head up between 45, 60, 75 degrees (there 
are markings on the flash head so you can read the correct angle) take a photo must be indoors 
you will be surprised at the result, the light will bounce off the ceiling and walls of the room and you 
will get a far more even spread of light. You may have to compensate with a larger F stop as the 
light has further to travel; also a good chance of no red eye. 

 

I also use four rechargeable AA 
batteries in my flash gun, and they 
work a treat. I carry a couple of spare 
packs with me, never run out of 
battery power.  

Self-Timer Please look for and 
understand your self timer; it comes 
in handy for a good number of 
reasons.  

You may be going to a milestone 
birthday, anniversary, wedding, your 
Children/grandchildren’s birthdays, or 
just a day out with friends  and you  

want to take a group photo, take your tripod with you and set up the photo turn on your self timer 
press the shutter button and you can be included in the photo as well. 

It also comes in handy if you are doing slow shutter speed photography with your tripod and you 
do not have a cable release, use your self timer and that cuts out all camera movement. by Barry Mills 

 

Club Calendar 

 
Review Topic - January to June 

Candid Photography definition will be given  
on 19 January 2021 

 
19 January  

Show Holiday Images 
What Judges Look For – Jeff Nankervis 

 
2 February 

Hand in Open Images 
Landscape Photography:  Paul Kertes  

 
16 February 

Basic Camera Settings – a practical outdoor session 
(weather permitting) location (TBA)  

2 March Judging:  Open Competition 

16 March Cameras, Tripods, Filters 

A Club Calendar for the period January to June 2021 is available on the Club website. 



Focus on Peter Ibbotson 

Background 

I initially got interested in photography way back in 1980. We were planning our first overseas 
family holiday to Fiji and I decided to purchase an SLR camera and attempt to learn the basics 
before leaving for the trip. After visiting Peninsula Camera Centre in Frankston, I came away with 
an Olympus OM-10 35mm SLR camera and kit lens and I might add a severe lightening of the 
wallet. 

The camera proved to be an excellent choice and with the addition of a zoom lens, which I picked 
up on the Fiji trip, was my only camera for a number of years. It was finally retired after an 
unsuccessful repair for a sticking shutter. 

I sort of lost interest for a number years and made do with a number of point and shoot film 
cameras culminating in a Pentax Espio 738S (which I still have) bought for a trip to the UK in 
2001. 

 

On returning from that trip and spending a small 
fortune on film and processing I decided it was 
time to move into the digital age and bought a 
Canon compact digital which was the first of three 
I had over the years. 

In 2013 I retired from the workforce after 
spending the last 21 years in the IT section at 
Mornington Peninsula Shire. With time on my 
hands I decided to get back into photography 
(and other things) and in 2016 bought myself a 
Nikon S9900 compact superzoom quickly 
followed by a Nikon D3300 DSLR. As a member 
of the local U3A organization I enrolled in the 
photography classes tutored by several members 
of NCC (which I eventually joined). Many thanks 
to Ernie, Barry, Anne, Jenny and Pan. 

The S9900 proved to be a lemon with sensor and 
zooming issues and had to go back to Nikon 
twice for repairs during the warranty period. The 
second time proved fatal as Nikon said it couldn’t 
be fixed due to a lack of parts and promptly gave 
me a full refund. The proceeds were added to 
and used to buy an Olympus OMD-EM10 MKII  

which was an ideal replacement for my travel needs – small enough to pocket yet packed with 
features. 

 

After several 
trades and 
upgrades as my 
proficiency and 
knowledge 
improved my kit 
now comprises 
of a Nikon 
D7200 DSLR 
and an 
Olympus OMD- 

 EM5 MKII with the OMD-EM10 MKII as a backup.  

Photographic Interests 



Cars 

For nearly 50 years I’ve been an active participant in club motorsport so that has been the main 
subject for me. I’ve shot many rolls of film at various club events as well as several F1 Grand Prix. 

The digital age then revolutionized 
sport photography with burst mode 
now the norm as well as being 
effectively free compared to film 
days. I shudder at the thought of the 
cost of film processing for the 400+ 
shots I took at the last Phillip Island 
classic race meeting. My only cost 
was the time spent processing and 
culling them in Lightroom. 

Flowers 

Although not a keen gardener I enjoy 
taking photos of flowers and plants in 
various scenarios. We spent time in   

Singapore last year and in Gardens by the Bay are two huge glass domes filled with plants and 
flowers from around the world. My Olympus worked overtime there. 

Still Life 

One of our competitions last year was Still 
Life which gave me the motive to give it a go. 
I found I really enjoyed the challenge of 
setting the scene and lighting in an attempt 
to get the perfect shot (still trying). 

Travel 

Since retiring, Lynn and myself have spent 
time travelling overseas so as you would 
imagine, the cameras are amongst the first 
things packed. The hard part is sorting 
through the hundreds (thousands?) of photos 
after each trip. 

I try where possible to download and process 
shots at the end of each day and then back 
up the computer to an external hard disk. I   

 

learned the hard way that to lose 
holiday photos is devastating. In 
2008 I lost a new compact camera 
in Windsor Castle – the camera 
was covered by travel insurance 
but five days of memories of 
Venice, Rome and London weren’t. 

Processing 

I generally shoot RAW + JPEG on 
all of my cameras as I prefer the 
fine tuning RAW makes available. I 
bit the bullet a few years back and  

took a Lightroom/Photoshop subscription.  



At the time standalone Lightroom was about the cost of a one-year subscription with no upgrades 
included. The subscription gives unlimited upgrades for it and the included Photoshop. I remember 
at the Shire we purchased Photoshop on a few occasions and the cost per copy was well over the 
$1000 mark so for me the subscription was a “no brainer”. I get full use out of Photoshop as I am 
learning compositing (not composting – that’s for the garden) and it can’t be done without it or a 
similar tool. It’s also a great tool for eliminating distractions from photos. 

  

 

I am looking forward to our meetings hopefully 
re-opening in the near future as it will be good 
seeing everyone.    
    Peter Ibbotson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mat Cutting Company  
(Inc. The Card Framing Co.)  

Victoria, Australia.  
phone:   (03) 5981-8788  
fax:        (03) 5981-8799  

email:  info@matcutting.com.au 

 
Out and about with Lynn and Jeff Nankervis 

The attached images taken by Jeff and Lynn Nankervis represent a spread of the horses they see 
at Balnarring Beach.  The horses are there at sunrise or earlier. The settings vary with each image 
depending on how early we are and the availablelight.   

Generally, we rely on shutter speed to freeze the action while still depicting some movement. Usually 
a shutter speed of a 1000th sec as a minimum.   I have the camera in manual mode so I can adjust 
the aperture to suit the situation ie if you have more than one horse and you are trying to capture 
both sharp then it is usually around f8.  Otherwise around f4 or wider if I need more light to keep the 
ISO under control.  Sometimes the low light makes it difficult.  ISO is normally on auto to compensate 
for the fast shutter speed and perhaps a medium aperture.  ISO seems to work pretty well under 
those conditions.       Lynn and Jeff Nankervis
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Cheat Information Sheets 
 

 
 
  



Photo Opps …. Who’s been where 

Travels post lockdown 

After so many months 
of prolonged lockdown 
it was a joyous 
occasion to know we 
could finally travel 
further than 25kms 
and enter the exotic 
world of regional 
Victoria. Monday, 9 
November arrived, and 
the mass exodus from 
Greater Melbourne 
commenced.      

         Lake Lonsdale with a view of the Grampians 

We headed to the Sorrento ferry terminal for the second crossing that day to be initially told ”sorry, 
we have prior bookings and you will have to wait for the next sailing”. Noooooo. There were 
already a number of caravans lined up for the sailing. Luckily, another staff member in the ticket 
office stepped in, looked at the size of our van (16 foot) and said we were good to go. Phew.  

  
The Big Cod, Swan Hill.  You should hve seen the one that got away!   

A couple of unforseen problems with our 
4WD and off road van emerged on our 
first day. By the time we sorted these out 
in Ballarat and St Arnaud, we arrived at 
our first stop at Lake Wooroonook (near 
Wycheproof) exhausted. We had planned 
on only one night there but stayed two. It 
was very hot, well into the high 30’s, it 
was busy and the flies were having just 
the best time at our expense.  

Our next key destination was the Birchip 
Bakery. The bakery is a highlight for us 
as it has the best vanilla slices in the 
State, a truly high accolade when 
compared to the Sorrento and Halls Gap 
Bakeries. Yum yum, more please. 

We were surprised to see the level of 
adherence to wearing facemasks both 
in Birchip, St Arnaud and Wycheproof 
was almost 100% amongst the locals 
and the grey nomads (whose ranks we 
have now joined). As well, social 
distancing was also evident in the 
shops. 

Our next few nights were spent at Lake 
Boga Caravan Park. We had intended 
staying on the far side of Lake Boga 
but a severe storm intervened. 
Thunder, lightning, torrential rain, hail 
and cyclonic winds. The icing on the   

Arbuthnot Sawmills, Koondrook 

 



cake in making our decision on where to stay was hearing the town’s emergency siren sounding 
the warning alarm for boaties to head to shore. 

Next stop, a cattle property on Pental Island near Swan Hill.  A salutary lesson was learned there. 
A word of warning, do not put a bottle of shiraz in the car freezer to chill unless you want a shiraz 
granita.  It is one thing to have chilled wine, but a wine granita is not quite the same. Miraculously it 
drank well once thawed out. 

   
Woolshed, Pental Island 

We found this 
property to be a 
beautiful spot for 
photography. Clear 
night skies with little 
light pollution, 
interesting old farm 
machinery, a derelict 
shearing shed, birdlife 
and lots of old trees 
full of character. 
Michael practised light 
painting and Kathy 
focussed on 
improving her 
understanding of the 
settings on her 
Olympus OMD Mk 5 
camera. 

We then moved a short distance along the Murray River to Gunbower. The temperature by now 
was upwards of 40C and humid, with little respite at night. A solid recommendation is the 
Gunbower Hotel for dinner. Absolutely first class. We found a lovely spot to camp on Longmore 
Lagoon, with a cooling breeze coming off the water. Another top spot for photography with water 
reflections, insects and water plants. Unfortunately bird life was scarce.  

  
Long billed Corella, Lake Lonsdale 

 
Longmore Lagoon, near Gunbower 

Our last stop, before heading home, was Flat Rock, Lake Lonsdale, near Stawell. We were lucky 
and got a spot on an embankment with a view. The Lake was another photographic location. The 
Lake itself was picturesque and there was birdlife. This gave Kathy a chance to try out her 75 - 
300mm lens, and practice using her Olympus camera’s settings. 

All up, we thoroughly enjoyed our short holiday and we can certainly say that after this year, we 

are looking forward to 2021.     Words and Images by Michael and Kathy Hirst 



 
Image submited by Andrew Raff 

 
 
 
 
 

Season’s Greetings  

 

to all our members 

 

Tis the Season to be Merry! 

 
     

Photographs in this newsletter were provided by 

Sally Rule, Ernie de Vlegier, John Clayton, Eric Dickinson, Michael Hirst, Lynn Nankervis,  Ian Paterson,  
David Chambeers, Andrew Raff, Barry Mills, Peter Ibbotson, Jeff Nankervis, Kathy Hirst 

 
 

“Don’t shoot what it looks like, shoot what it feels like.” 
                                                     — David Alan Harvey, Photographer 

 
 

NEPEAN CAMERA CLUB WEBSITE 
Don’t forget we have one! 

It contains information about our club, our program, 
photography genres, competition rules and a range of member images. 

Featured member is Bob Thornhill 
Check out their great photographs 

 
 

NEPEAN CAMERA CLUB COMMITTEE 
Sally Rule  President/Competition Steward  Jeff Nankervis  Vice President  
Ernie de Vlieger  Secretary  Lynn Nankervis  Treasurer  
Jeff Nankervis  
Laurene Graham 

Minute Secretary  
Committee Member 

David Chambers 
Mike Lyons  

Committee Member 
Committee Member 

Kathy Hirst Committee Member   

 
 

  Supports Nepean Camera Club 

NCC members support         


