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President’s Patter 
 
Since the June Snapshot 
a lot has happened in the 
club.  
The greatest and most 
challenging change, and 
one we knew would be 
hard to fill, was the 
replacement of club 
stalwart and veteran 
committee and office 
bearer Sally Rule.  
Thankfully, Danny Byrne 
has successfully and most  
adroitly stepped into the 
challenging  role of Club 
Secretary. 
We have experienced 
several new activities, 
which have been well 
received by members. 

 First, was the “Help me Improve” evening where members grouped themselves according to the 
brand of camera they used, passing on “tricks of the camera trade” from one member to another. 
The second evening was set up of four challenge stations. Allowing members to experiment and 
trial various elements involved in photography.  
Thank you to the members involved in supporting Jeff for these activities. 
Paul Robinson’s presentation on Architectural photography was outstanding.  This led to a most 
successful and well attended City Photoshoot. 
 
A new Home for NCC 
 Jeff and his program subcommittee have completed its submission of the 2023 program. The 
committee will be discussing this in its September meeting. This has allowed the committee to 
review our accommodation needs for next year. From our February meeting forward all NCC club 
nights will be held at the Rosebud Memorial Hall.  
 
The remainder of 2022 meetings will continue at the Old Shire Building in Dromana. Please help 
us make these nights enjoyable for all members by maintaining a safe social distance. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
The AGM has been moved to October 25.  At this meeting all committee roles are declared vacant 
allowing for re-election of existing committee members and election of new committee members.  
The club is always looking for members who would like to put back into the club’s success. Being 
on the committee is one-way members can contribute to our ongoing success. Should you wish to 
gain some insight into what is involved please contact Jeff or myself.  Mike. 

http://www.nepeancameraclub.org/


IS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) TURNING US INTO LAZY 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
 

Trish McKeown 

(Ramblings of a Covid-infected photographer!) 

 

There is no doubt that the development of digital photography has revolutionised the way we record 
visual images.  We have certainly come a long way from the days of the Box Brownie, the Instamatic 
and 35mm film cameras.  No more waiting for the chemist to have our films developed, with fingers 
crossed that at least some of our photos are worthwhile.  We are now spoilt by having instantaneous 
results on the LCD screens on the back of our cameras.  Don't like it?  Delete! Reshoot. Out of 
focus? Delete!  Reshoot. Mary had her eyes shut.  Delete? Reshoot.  Unwanted person in the shot?  
Delete! Reshoot. 

 

Although it seems crazy to say now, as digital is still a relatively new process - the early days of 
digital, together with the early versions of Photoshop, etc… still expected us to at least put in some 
effort as a photographer.  Yes, we could still dodge and burn, straighten and crop, lighten and darken 
but overall, it was expected that the image would be in focus and well composed. 

 

Now, with the advent of brilliant digital camera capabilities, including those in mobile phones, it 
appears that no matter how poor we are as photographers, there's an AI application to remedy our 
mistakes.   

 

You may have seen the advertisements for the new Google phone, that features "face unblur", 
"unwanted items in your shot removal', ability to add bokeh where there was none, and "Motion 
Mode". These mean that the average person (not necessarily just photographers) is now capable of 
creating some very good photos, not due to ability but thanks to some very smart computer 
programmers. 

 

Photoshop has come a long way and has added features each year.  Don't like the sky in your 
image?  Pick one of Photoshop's and replace it!  Wish you had a bird flying by?  Add it in a layer.  
Don't like the red dress on the model?  Make it blue!  And much more…. 

 

For those of us using digital cameras, there are also programs such as Topaz "DeNoise AI" and 
"Sharpen AI".  Both of which will, through AI, automatically remedy any errors we made when taking 
our images.  These programs rely on algorithms that have been created to alter our images to what 
the computer thinks we really wanted them to look like - and they are clearly very clever. 

 

It's all very exciting and makes our lives easier - but shouldn't we aim to take the best image possible 
in the first place?  Is this artificial intelligence allowing us to become blasé about what we're shooting, 
knowing that we can fix it in Photoshop/Lightroom/Topaz, etc…?  As photographers are we, even 
subconsciously, paying less attention to the tiny details out in the field, knowing we can adjust things 
in post processing?  Are we really ensuring our focus is tack sharp, the aperture is correct, the ISO 
as low as possible and our shutter speed spot on? 



 

 

Personally, I don't think there's any substitute for a good eye, good composition and using the correct 
settings in your camera for getting a great shot.  Realistically, the chances of getting a perfect shot 
in camera is a dream for most of us and there's nothing wrong with minor adjustments to our images.  
However, I struggle to accept that we should be encouraged to adopt a half-hearted approach to 
our photography and place our faith in the algorithms created by others.  I have seen images that 
have been "interpreted" and adjusted by computer programs that are at best, "okay", but could have 
been so much more, had the creator used their own human judgement. 

 

Let's take pride in ourselves as photographers.   

 

The keys to good photography have always been the same: 

 

 Preparation - think about the purpose of your photography; if you're going on a photo shoot, 
think about where you're going, what you'll be shooting, the lens(es) you'll need, tripod, a fully 
charged battery and a formatted card, etc… 
 

 Check the weather - which really means the lighting - is it suitable for what you want? 
 

 What settings do you need for the images you're aiming for?  Check the exposure triangle 
appropriate for your shots.  Are you shooting fungus, sports, landscapes, sunset, people, weather 
or flowers? 
 

 Don't just walk up to your chosen destination, set up your camera and start shooting.  Take 
at least 10 minutes or so to really familiarise yourself with the area.  Where is the sun?  Instead of 
shooting where everyone else is, turn around - is the view to your side or rear actually more 
interesting?  Should you shoot low down, or higher up?  Don't be afraid to change things. 
 

 Review your images while you're in the field.  You may be able to improve on a shot, just by 
moving a metre to the left.  Delete the ones you're not happy with - it will save time later on when 
downloading them. 
 

I may sound like a dinosaur, or a purist, but my approach is one of personal pride in being able to 
say "that's the image I took", knowing that the viewer is seeing what I saw at the time the image was 
taken.  Not "I took a really ordinary image and fixed it so it looks okay".  You may as well throw your 
camera away and stick to your phone. 

 

Your approach may be that we should take advantage of whatever tools are available and that's 
where we may differ…… 

  



Focus on Laurene Graham  
 
 
I think my interest in photography is very much associated with travel and the different sights, 
colours, smells/aromas and sounds, and architecture.  Unfortunately, (maybe it’s unfortunate) you 
can’t photograph smells, that’s left to that part of the brain that relates to imagery!  
 
 

As a young adult my first trip was 
to Darwin in late 1969.  I can’t 
remember the type of camera I 
used, but I can remember I 
refused to take my mother’s Box 
Brownie camera.  That trip was 
followed by one to Fiji in 1974. I 
have memories of having bought 
a small black “point and shoot” 
camera. I still have some of the 
photos I took all those years ago 
and I can’t believe they are in 
focus without the help of a tripod 
or camera stabilization!   
 
I shouldn’t denigrate my mother’s 
photography efforts with her Box 
Brownie as some of her photos 
taken overseas in 1954 when I 
was a toddler, are my favourites, 
egone on the banks of Loch 
Ness, sitting on the running board 
of an old Vauxhall sedan with my 
father, brother and cousin. Also I 
have one taken by a Street 
Photographer in Nelson Square, 
London. 
 
Many years later I did borrow my 
mother’s VoigtlanderVito B 
camera when I went to Perth for a 
work-related conference.  It 
turned out to be a big mistake - I 
was riding around Rottnest Island 

off the coast of Western Australia when I went over a bump and the camera, which had been on a 
leather strap bounced out of the bicycle basket and hit the road.  It’s an understatement to say that 
my mother was not happy! 
 
After many years of not travelling overseas, or doing much in Australia, I started again, going to 
several Asian countries, which necessitated the need for a camera.  I bought a lovely little Panasonic 
Lumix.  It was so good that when it expired in Kathmandu on my way to Nepal, I bought another. 
The two cameras looked similar and I thought they were the same model. How wrong I was. One 
problem was the language the instructions were in. However, I did manage to take some photos 
while walking through the Annapurnas, then the Himalayasto Namche Bazaarto see, albeit from a 
distance, Mount Everest. 
 
 



 
 
 
 



The second Panasonic Lumix 
lasted quite a few years but 
began to show similar problems 
to the first.  It wasn’t until I 
moved to Safety Beach that I 
bought another camera – I was 
off again OS.  Someone 
recommended the Frankston 
Camera Shop. I went there 
thinking I might be able to get 
the Panasonic repaired only to 
be told they did not sell or repair 
that brand and that my idea of 
repair was not cost effective. 
Like most people who went to 
the Frankston Camera Shop, I 
bought an Olympus OMD EM5 
MII.  A few years ago, I updated 
to an Olympus OM-D E-M1 MII. 
 
From the point of view of colour, 
sights, sounds, culture and 
architecture India would be at 
the top of my photographic list of 
places to go.  I would be happy 
to sit in the gardens of The Taj 
Mahal for many hours just taking 
in the sights, the changes in light 
from sunrise to sunset. It is such 
a different country, there is 
colour wherever you look, and 
the people I met were lovely. 
 

                                                                                                           
Laure Graham, August 2022 
 

October Monday 17th to Thursday 20th 
 
We have 14 photographers and 3 partners intending to come to Echuca/Moama. 
The exciting program is nearly completed. We are awaiting a couple of responses, 
including an environmental river cruise which is about to re-open after a change in ownership. 
 
There is so much to do in the area that we’ve had to cull several possibilities. 
One afternoon will be free for participants to choose their own activity from a  
suggested list (or just relax.) 
 
We hope to send the program to NCC members by mid-September. 
 
Gunda, Laurene and Jim 

Out and About by Jeff Nankervis  



 
CRADLE MOUNTAIN AUGUST 2022 

 
 
I had the pleasure of joining a photography workshop group at Cradle Mountain under the 
guidance of professional photographer Tom Putt who was assisted by local photographer Luke 
O’Brien.   What a week. 
Cradle Mountain is notorious for rain for about six months of the year.   In winter it can snow and 
the story goes that sometimes you may not see the mountain for days or even weeks.   We were 
lucky. 
We arrived on a Monday and had time to get in position for a sunset at the iconic Dove Lake.   It 
wasn’t a great sunset but very little wind made for some great reflections of the mountain on the 
lake.   The group made a quick dash to Crater Rock for a few shots before the sun disappeared. 
 
 

Tuesday morning, we were back at Dove Lake for a sunrise.   No clouds but it was dead calm and 
again the reflections were unbelievable.    The sunrise also lit up the Cradle Mountain peaks for 
some incredible results.   The day continued later that morning with a circuit of Dove Lake.   Not 
an easy walk at times but shots of Cradle Mountain and the Lake from many different angles.   
Some of the group followed the walk with a sunset on Hanson’s Saddle.   I was too tired after the 
day’s activities. 
The following day was a Sunrise at Lake Lilla where we saw the clouds starting to cover the 
mountain as it often does.   Later that day it was time for some rain forrest photography which is 
always fascinating. 
Thursday was overcast and rain was forecast so it was lightroom processing followed by more rain 
forest, waterways and waterfall photography. 
Friday, we headed back to Launceston with some stops on the way when a photography 
opportunity was sighted.  
It was a great week for photography and tiring with lots of walking over some rough tracks.   
Happy with the result in the end and considering some people don’t get to see the mountain we 
were lucky.   No leeches all week.   I would recommend a visit if anyone has the opportunity.  
 



 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 

                                                                                                                                   Jeff Nankervis 

 
 
 
 
 

  



NCC Programme Highlights to October 2022 

 
Month Day Date Event Activity Flickr Topic 

 
July Tuesday 5 Club Meeting Help me improve.Groups by camera 

brand with specialist leader. Bring 
Tripods and Speedlights, (if you have 
them). 

 
Creative 

 Tuesday 19 Club 
Meeting/Indoor 
Photoshootlearning 
experience 

4 stations with different challenges at 
each. Depth of Field, speedlights, over 
& under exposure, experimentation. 
Tripods and Flash required. 

 

  31  Annual Fees Due  

August Tuesday 2 Club Meeting Closing date for Macro/Close-
up Competition.Architecture 
Photography presentation by 

Paul Robinson 

 
 
Reflections 

 Sunday 21 Photoshoot City Photoshoot. Meet Flinders St 
Station. Further details will be 
emailed  

 

  31 Yearbook Images for yearbook due  
September Tuesday 6 Club Meeting Judging Macro/Close-up Competition. 

Intro to Macro Photography 
 
 
Abandoned 

 Thursday 22  Photoshoot 0700 
hrs 

Racehorse training Balnarring Beach 
meet Yacht Club. Telephoto lens an 
advantage. 

 

October Tuesday 4 Club Meeting Closing date Architecture 
Competition.Presentation on Iphone 
photography - Lyn Haywood 

 
 
Rusty 

 Sunday 9 Photoshoot Round the Bay Bike Ride. Website 
provides event details. Club plans 
emailed prior to event. 

 

 Tuesday 25 AGM. Club meeting Closing date Silhouette Review 
Images. AGM. View images made 
during year.  

 

 Thursday  20 Photoshoot Portraits at Coolart Homestead using 
natural light. 

 

November Tuesday 15 Club Meeting Judging Architecture Books 
December Tuesday 6 Club Meeting EOY meeting. Review Silhouettes. 

Awards and Social 
Emotions 

 
 
Committee meetings are held on second Wednesday of each Month. 
Review Topic for July to October is Silhouettes. 
Definitions for Competitions, taken from APJA.  
 
Architecture, Is a building or structure of any type, old, modern, exterior or interior. Detailed 
features may include any part, including domes, doors, roofs, stairways, steeples, towers, 
verandahs, and windows. May include bridges but must show structural detail. 
 
Photographs in this newsletter were provided by 
Laurene Graham 
Jeff Nankervis 
  



 

NEPEAN CAMERA CLUB WEBSITE 
www.nepeancameraclub.org 
It contains information about our club, our program, 
photography genres, competition rules and a range of member images. 
 
 
Featured Member is Lynn Nankervis 
Check out her great photographs 
 
 

NEPEAN CAMERA CLUB COMMITTEE 
 
 

Mike Lyons President 

Jeffrey Nankervis Vice President 

Danny Byrne Secretary 

Lynn Nankervis Treasurer 

Laurene Graham Committee Member 

Vincent Tallarida Committee Member 

David Chambers Committee Member 

Kathy Hirst Committee Member 

 
 

Newsletter Editor - Jenny Anderson 
andojennya@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Supports Nepean Camera Club 

NCC members support  
 

http://www.nepeancameraclub.org/
mailto:andojennya@gmail.com

